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The majority of these tips have appeared in club newsletters over the years.

Please note that you use them at your own risk as neither the Bristol Austin 7 

Club nor the authors can be responsible for the results of trying to fol low the 

instructions given.

Brake Lining Rivets - Ian Moorcraft

I have lost count of the number of stepped punches I have made over the years 

for setting the hollow copper brake l ining rivets. All  have produced a passable 

job, but had, l ike my school reports reminded me I ‘could do better’.

It appears this job has always been a problem for the amateur seven owners of 

old, looking at the 50+ spare shoes I have, not one has a decent rivet, some so 

bad you can’t believe anyone would have used them. A couple of the worst ones 

are shown here.

This tool made out of an old jack handle seems to do the job much better than 

my punches.

The flat anvil is a scrap 3/8” BSF bolt and is threaded into the arm to adjust to 

the exact depth of the rivet head in the l ining. The end that forms the rivet has 

been salvaged from a kit for f itt ing press studs in clothing.

I don’t have a lathe, so reshape small items l ike this in my hand dri l l  holding a 

f ine fi le against them as they spin. It’s surprising what can be done with this 

method.

I have only used this so far on the old shoe shown in the pics, the results look 

encouraging and I wil l  be relining a set of new shoes for my Chummy soon.

While on the subject of brakes check out my video that’s been added to the tech-

nical articles section of the club web site added to “ changing brake shoes with-

out removing hubs” where you wil l  see me remove and replace a pair of shoes in 

under two and a half minutes...without removing the hub!
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